Americana Medals! 
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We're now at the halfway point of the year, and the Fourth extended holiday weekend is 
right around the corner. It's projecting to be a hot one here for us, with temperatures in 
the 90°s to low 100°s for the foreseeable future. As such, it'll be a heat dome and likely 
the sound of many firecrackers as we get closer to the end of the week. And speaking of 
firecrackers, we've got an interesting assortment of Americana-themed medals in this 
early July upload. First up is a medal that, though not American, has a very clear 
connection... 


Obviously inspired by the famous Libertas Americana medal from the previous decade, 
this experimental striking in bell metal (literally melted down church bells following the 
upheaval of the French Revolution) features a personification of Liberty with her hair 
flowing freely behind her and with a Phrygian cap—associated with freedom since 
ancient Thrace—atop a pole near her shoulder. This iconography parallels that of 
contemporary American coinage, which was also inspired by the Libertas Americana 
medal. This example does exhibit some chipping near the edges, which PCGS has 
deemed damage, but in reality, the bell metal alloy reacted this way in a number of 
instances when used for coining, and is part of the manufacture. 


Moving forward nearly a century is another medal of foreign origin—this time from 
Argentina. Issued in 1890, it too takes its cues from the Libertas types... 


In this instance, the Republic of Argentina celebrates the ratification of border treaties 
with the newly-created neighboring Republic of Brazil. Though lacking the pole, it 
otherwise captures the same iconography, with a female personification and free-flowing 
hair along with a Phrygian cap atop her head. 


Sticking with Americana-related medals of foreign origin, here is one of the classic Betts 
types—the “messenger of peace” type which celebrated the Treaty of Hubertusburg... 


You may wonder how exactly this ties into American history. The Treaty of Hubertusburg 
ended the Seven Years’ War in Europe, a war that spawned what was the French & 
Indian War in Colonial America. This example, graded PCGS MS-61, features some 

colorful toning and great brilliance. The design also exists in two more difficult formats— 

the scarcer silver version measuring 22mm in diameter, and the much rarer gold version, 
also measuring 22mm in diameter. Both of those types are represented in this upload as 
well, with the silver version grading PCGS SP-61, and the gold version garnering_a 
PCGS VF Details—Bent designation. 


Yet another stunner from Europe is this French classic by Louis-Oscar Roty, which 
celebrates the delivery of the Statue of Liberty to the United States... 


Featuring personifications of France, America, and Victory/Liberty, it shows the “New 
Colossus” at a distance, with the monument's designer, Frédéric Auguste Bartholdi, 
depicted in a medallion upon the reverse. 


Switching over to a type full of intense artistic flair and intricacy, this medal, celebrating 
soon-to-be president Major General Zachary Taylor and the Battle of Buena Vista, 
certainly stands as one of the more alluring types within the entire series of American 
mediallic art... 


Designed by the great Charles Cushing Wright, it depicts an incredible battle scene upon 
the reverse, with the gaze of the viewer seemingly lost while trying to grasp the number 
of soldiers represented, One is immediately reminded of Pistrucci’s opus, the Great 
Waterloo medal, which shares an ambitious and powerful array of intricate design facets 
spread throughout. 


Finally, ending with something a bit offbeat, there is this small medal designed by the 
Russian-born sculptor/engraver, Alex Shagin... 


At first appearing as though it were a miniature Morgan Dollar, this type instead depicts 
the bust of the artist upon its reverse along with his credo. Making it even more alluring to 
the collector of Americana is the fact that it is overstruck upon a Jefferson Nickel, with the 

outline and dome of Monticello evident on Liberty's cheek and around her head. A very 
rare and extremely interesting specimen that is no doubt something that one will not find 

elsewhere. 


For all of this upload’s new items, please click here or on the banner art at the top of the 
page. Have a happy and safe impending holiday weekend, and we will be back again at 
the middle of the month with another group of exceptional art and historical medals. 
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